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WilliaMsOn 101

leadershiP As the location of choice for today’s business 
leaders, Williamson County is leading the way in population 
growth, employment growth and per capita income 
growth in the southeast. So much so that 25% of the 
fastest growing private companies in Tennessee from the 
Inc. 5,000 have located here.

edUCatiOn��:LWK�WKH�VWDWH·V�ÀUVW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH� 
VFKRRO��JUDGXDWLRQ�UDWHV�LQ�WKH�PLG���V�DQG�SURJUDPV�LQ�ÀHOGV� 
like biotechnology, Williamson County prepares today’s 
students to compete in tomorrow’s global economy. A 
professional workforce and 24 colleges and universities 
supply extraordinary talent for employers year-after-year.

COMMUnitY  From festivals that draw over 100,000 people 
to an award-winning vineyard that hosts some of the 
best musicians in the country, the uniqueness of Williamson 
County lies in its strong spirit of community and rich  
historical and cultural heritage. Offering both rural and 
urban lifestyles, Williamson County entices its residents 
WR�ÀQG�WKHLU�RZQ�ÀW�

hOMe tO COrPOrate giants like Nissan North America and 13 of the largest 25 publicly traded companies in 
the Nashville region, Williamson County is the location in Middle Tennessee for corporate decision makers.

The area boasts a highly educated workforce, at least 20% of which are entrepreneurs, and an array of large, 
FODVV�$�EXVLQHVV�SDUNV�WR�KRXVH�WKH�PRUH�WKDQ�������EXVLQHVVHV�WKDW�DUH�ÀQGLQJ�VXFFHVV�LQ�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�SDUW�RI�
Middle Tennessee. The county offers a superior quality of life, historic ambience and upscale suburbs within six 
unique cities: Brentwood, Fairview, Franklin, Nolensville, Spring Hill and Thompson’s Station.

region: Middle Tennessee
Msa: Nashville
County seat: Franklin

Population: 195,386 
area: 584 square miles
time zone: Central

QUiCk FaCts

elevation:  650' above sea level  �  Prevailing winds:  SE
W e a t h e r
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 2001 2012 2015 2020 2012-2020
Population Population Population Projected Projected growth

Total 132,577 195,386 207,961 219,354 12%

Preschool (0 to 4) 7% 6% 6% 6% 7%

School Age (5 to 19) 25% 25% 25% 24% 10%

College Age (20 to 24) 4% 4% 4% 4% 38%

Young Adult (25 to 44) 31% 25% 24% 23% 2%

Older Adult (45 to 64) 26% 29% 29% 28% 7%

Older (65 plus) 8% 11% 12% 15% 52%

 County property taxes: $2.31 per $100 assessed property valuation

 Personal income tax: None on wages and salaries; 6% on certain types of dividend and interest income

 sales and Use tax: State 7%; local option 2.25% with maximum $1,600 per single article of tangible personal property.

 Corporate excise tax: 6.5% on net earnings

 Franchise tax: .25 cents per $100 based on net worth or book value of property, or major fraction thereof, of  
  a taxpayers net worth, determined under GAP, or the book value (cost less accumulated        
  appreciation) of property that is owned or rented.  Minimum $100

 inventory tax: 1RQH�RQ�ÀQLVKHG�JRRGV�LQYHQWRU\

 Unemployment compensation tax: ������WR�����RI�ÀUVW��������LQ�ZDJHV�SDLG�WR�HDFK�HPSOR\HH�LQ�FDOHQGDU�\HDU��5DWH�LV����IRU� 
� � HPSOR\HUV�ZLWK�UHVHUYH�UDWLR�RI�����RU�PRUH��7KH�UDWH�IRU�QHZ�HPSOR\HUV�LV������IRU�ÀUVW� 
  three completed calendar years.

 local gross receipts tax: Varies from .125% to .16% of 1%. Exempts manufacturers and certain professionals.

QUiCk FaCts
population 195,386
households* 64,886
male  48.7%
female  51.3%
white  87.2%
black  4.25%
hispanic  4.65%
asian  3.34%
median age 38
owner occ housing*  
52,717 / 81.2% (*2010) 
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COMMUting Patterns eCOnOMiC diVersitY

entrepreneurs represent 20% of  
Williamson County’s workforce.

the city of Franklin has 4.5 start-ups  
per 1,000 people, the highest rate  
in tennessee and 25th nationally.

1990: $19,124

2000: $32,192

2010 $41,188

 COUNTY  PROJECTED COUNTY  COUNTY 2012 STATE 2012 
TITLE 2012 JOBS 2012-2020 JOB GROWTH AVERAGE SALARY AVERAGE SALARY
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WilliaMsOn COUntY has 90,432 employees working  
in 6,065 businesses.

UneMPlOYMent rate is consistently one of the lowest  
in tennessee.

home to COrPOrate headQUarters including 
nissan north america, Community health systems,             
tractor supply Company, Verizon Wireless tennessee 
and Mars Petcare.
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entrePreneUrsWhO’s MOVing here

2011 Total Metro Area In-Migration by 
Average Per Capita Income and population
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AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 2008

Chief executives 695 10% $154,003 $124,696

general & Operations Managers 1,966 7% $109,096 $88,005

Computer information systems Managers 365 17% $102,981 $86,632

Financial Managers 1,100 19% $86,507 $73,029

Medical & health services Managers 161 24% $93,330 $75,358

In 2011, 61% of residents lived and 
worked in Williamson County.



Community health systems inc. 2,800 employees
Operator of acute care hospitals in non-urban & mid-size markets

nissan north america 1,600 employees
Automotive corporate headquarters for North & South America

Williamson Medical Center 1,412 employees
185-bed hospital with credentialed physicians in 
53 specialties & sub-specialties

hCa 1,400 employees 
Patient accounting service center and physician services

Verizon Wireless 1,300 employees 
Tennessee state headquarters for wireless provider

Comdata 890 employees 
Transaction process solutions including payroll services

Ford Motor Credit 800 employees 
&XVWRPHU�FDUH�FHQWHU�IRU�ÀQDQFH�GHSDUWPHQW

Mars Pet Foods (Pedigree & Wiskas) 750 employees 
Manufacturer of private label dry & semi-moist pet food

Unitedhealth group 750 employees 
The largest health carrier in the U.S., serving  70 million Americans

lee Company 700 employees 
Integrated commercial & residential facility solutions

Medsolutions inc. 692 employees 
Management of medical imaging services

tractor supply Company 664 employees 
Owns and operates retail farm and ranch stores 

$IÀQLRQ�*URXS� ����HPSOR\HHV 
0DUNHWLQJ�DQG�LQVXUDQFH�VHUYLFHV�IRU�ÀQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV

healthways 600 employees 
Comprehensive care enhancement & disease management services 

at&t 500 employees 
Communications services & technologies for consumers and businesses

Vanderbilt Medical group 500 employees 
Physicians providing diagnostic and treatment services

daVita 455 employees 
%LOOLQJ�RIÀFH�IRU�FRPSDQ\�WKDW�SURYLGHV�GLDO\VLV�VHUYLFHV

Brookdale senior living 450 employees 
Provides active retirement living for seniors and their families 

lifePoint hospitals 415 employees 
Develops community-based hospitals in non-urban areas

Franklin american Mortgage 382 employees 
3ULYDWHO\�KHOG�PRUWJDJH�EDQNLQJ�ÀUP

lasko Metal Products, inc. 360 employees 
0DQXIDFWXUHU�RI�IDQV��KXPLGLÀHUV�DQG�KHDWHUV

Ozburn-hessey logistics 345 employees 
Global supply chain management solutions

the lampo group (dave ramsey) 340 employees 
Financial seminars, radio shows, television show and web

lattimore Black Morgan & Cain 270 employees 
�$FFRXQWLQJ��VWDIÀQJ��ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�DGYLVRU\�VHUYLFHV

Jackson national life insurance 260 employees 
Retirement solutions
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Universities & Colleges

24 four-year universities & colleges  
    in the greater Nashville area – 88,398 students*
8 community colleges – 32,103 students

14+ career colleges – 9,095 students

* Based on 2010 enrollment

high school graduation rate 2011 2012

Williamson County 91.8 92.2
Tennessee 85.5 87.2 

education attainment 2010  2014  Estimated

Bachelor’s degree 42,127 35.2% 46,818 35.2%
Graduate degree 19,245 16.1% 24,800 18.7%
Combined  51.3%  53.9%

     Tennessee  23.1%
     U.S.  28.1%

edUCatiOn

tOP 25 PriVate seCtOr eMPlOYers



Credentials

MOst BUsiness-FriendlY Cities in tennessee
Brentwood (1st), Franklin (2nd) – Beacon Center of Tennessee (2012)

tOP 10 PlaCes tO liVe
Where the Jobs are: Williamson County, tn – CNN Money (2012)

tOP high sChOOls in U.s.
Brentwood (252nd), ravenwood (419th), Franklin (572nd) and Page (672nd) – Newsweek (2012)

tOP 100 PlaCes tO liVe
Franklin – Relocate America (2011)

MOst BUsiness-FriendlY Cities in tennessee
Brentwood (2nd), Franklin (3rd) and spring hill (5th) – 

The Beacon Center of Tennessee (Formerly Tennessee Center for Policy Research) (2011)

Fastest JOB grOWth
Williamson County (16th) – CNNMoney (2011)

MOst BeaUtiFUl tOWn Finalist
Franklin – Rand McNally/USA Today poll (2011)

tOP 5 MOst rOMantiC Main streets
Franklin (5th) – National Trust for Historic Preservation (2011)

tOP 10 dOWntOWns in aMeriCa
Franklin – Livability.com (2011)

Where the JOBs are (25 COUnties With highest JOB grOWth in Past 9 Years)
Williamson County (20th) – Money Magazine (2010)

Best PlaCes tO liVe
Franklin (66th) – Money Magazine (2010)

tOP high sChOOls in U.s.
Brentwood (100th), ravenwood (284th), Page (494th) – Newsweek (2011)

One OF the Best Cities FOr start-UPs
Franklin (8th) – ZoomProspector.com and Bloomberg Businessweek (2010)

First in PersOnal and FaMilY Well-Being
Williamson County ranks #1 in tennessee, scoring a perfect 10 – 

Tennessee Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations (2010)

healthiest COUntY in tennessee
Williamson County (1st) – National County Health Rankings, University of Wisconsin’s  

Population Health Institute and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (2010)

rogers anderson � County Mayor � 615.790.5700



FestiVals
� Main Street Festival
� Dickens of a Christmas
� Pumpkinfest
� Renaissance Festival

� Franklin Rodeo
� Franklin Jazz Festival
� Franklin on the Fourth
� Bluegrass on the  

Harpeth Festival
� Williamson County Fair

� Carnton Sunset  
Concert Series

� Broken Wheel Festival
� Fairview Nature Fest
� Wine Down Main Street
� Main Street Brew Fest

sCeniC attraCtiOns
� Arrington Vineyards
� The Carter House
� Historic Carnton Plantation
� Natchez Trace Parkway
� The Factory at Franklin

� McLemore House
� Village at Leiper’s Fork
� Historic Downtown Franklin

What else?
� Four libraries
� 14 art galleries
� Four museums
� 21 movie screens  

in the community

� 280 restaurants  
(Williamson County permits  
alcohol service)

� Franklin Bowling Lanes
� 200 houses of worship
� 24 civic organizations
� Williamson County        

Athletics Sports League 
� Diverse volunteer  

opportunities
� 35 parks & recreation 

facilities
� Five public golf courses
� Four private golf courses
� 20-30 minutes from  
SULPH�ÀVKLQJ��EDVV��FDWÀVK��
VXQÀVK��SDQÀVK��WURXW�

transPOrtatiOn

air
� 30 minutes from international airport with nearly 380 daily  

arrivals and departures 
� Nearly 10 million passengers a year
� Serving 70 markets and 48 nonstop markets
� Carriers: Air Canada, American, American Connection, 

American Eagle, Delta, Frontier, Seaport Airlines, Southwest, 
United Delta Connection, US Airways and US Airways Express

road
� A day’s drive from 75% of the U.S.
� Eight miles from convergence of three major interstate high-

ways:  I-65, I-40 and I-24
� I-65 runs north-south through the heart of Williamson County, 

providing immediate access to I-40 and I-24 in Nashville
� I-40 directly accessed in Fairview in western Williamson Co.
� SR 840 runs east-west through Williamson County, providing 

access to I-24 and I-40 to the east

Mass transit
� Intercity bus lines, Franklin trolleys (biodiesel fuel), van pooling 

for businesses and HOV lanes
� Direct bus routes between Williamson County and Nashville

teleCOMMUniCatiOns

��$�VWURQJ�ÀEHU�QHWZRUN�ZLWK�$7	7��6SULQW��/HYHO���;2�&RP-
munications, Windstream and Time Warner all having a 
VLJQLÀFDQW�SUHVHQFH

Utilities

electricity
� All electricity is transmitted by the Tennessee Valley Authority, 

the largest public provider of power in the nation and 
distributed to commercial and residential customers through 
electric co-ops

� The Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation 
(MTEMC) supplies 180,000 business and residential customers 
in Williamson and three other counties

� One of the 12 largest public electric utilities in the U.S., 
Nashville Electric Service (NES) services a small number of 
residents and businesses in northern Williamson County

Water

� Nine utility companies serve more than 39,500 residential, 
business and non-residential customers

sewer & solid Waste

� 11 companies support the sewer needs of the county
��6ROLG�ZDVWH�GLVSRVDO�LV�FRRUGLQDWHG�WKURXJK�ÀYH�FRPSDQLHV

reCreatiOn, entertainMent & arts

inFrastrUCtUre

2IÀFH�RI�(FRQRPLF�'HYHORSPHQW

615.261.2880 (ph) � 615.261.2885 (fax)

info@williamsonprospers.com           
rogers anderson � County Mayor � 615.790.5700

FOr MOre inFOrMatiOn COntaCt:

Selected photos courtesy www.VisitFranklin.com

twitter.com/MattLargen

twitter.com/JeremiahPyron

twitter.com/AmandaChraca 


