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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT

March 2018 - Where you live can have 
a big impact on your career. It shapes 
the type of professional opportunities 
available, the frequency with which 
they’ll be offered to you, and the 
salaries you command.

Brentwood’s low unemployment rate of 
3.5% and expected job growth of 12% 
by 2021 were highlighted as factors 
that make Brentwood a ripe place for 
growth.

Being home to large employers like 
Comdata and Tractor Supply Company 
were also attributed to Brentwood’s 
growing success.

TOTAL PROJECTS34 15,456 total jobs

Williamson County to Raise Sales Tax after 
Unprecedented Single-Issue Election
Feb 2018 - On February 6, ballots were counted as citizens in Williamson County 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of a measure increasing the county sales tax to 
fund the construction of new schools and the expansion and renovation of current 
schools. 

With early voting and 43 polling locations, 8,155 voted for the sales tax increase, 
while 4,183 voted against it. Vote turnout was at 8.79 percent.

“I’m surprised that it’s nearly two to one,” said Williamson, Inc. CEO and 
President, Matt Largen, “but I think this reflects the conversations we had over 
the last month with community leaders, to educate them on what it is, what it 
means, and why it’s so important for our community.”

Brentwood Ranks 
as One of the Best 
Places in the U.S. to 
Launch a Career

Mechatronics Program 
Makes Big Impact
Jan 2018 - Students at Fairview High 
are making the most of the school’s 
state-of-the-art mechatronics program, 
the only program in the state that allows 
students to earn credits needed for an 
associate degree from Columbia State 
Community College by the time they 
graduate.

Mechatronics, a combination of 
mechanical and electronical engineering, 
teaches students how to build, and 
operate machines, which is critical with 
automotion  trends in manufacturing. 
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2,164,000 square feet
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Belmont Acquires O’More 
College of Design
Feb 2018 - Belmont University is slated 
to assume control of Franklin-based 
O’More School of Design later this year.

The programs and the O’More students 
will move this fall to the Belmont campus, 
which BU feels will allow it to potentially 
capitalize on Nashville’s fast-changing 
interior design and fasion industries. 

Southwest Airlines Invests Heavily in Nashville  
Feb 2018 - Beginning August 7, 2018, Southwest will bring lower fares, no change 
fees, and no bag fees to Atlanta with five nonstop flights a day Monday through 
Friday and three flights each on Saturday and Sunday. 

“This new route answers business community requests in both Nashville and Atlanta 
and we look forward to showing how our low fares and hospitality will resonate 
and make travel easier between these two growing cities,” said Trevor Stedke, Vice 
President of Technical Operations and Southwest’s ambassador to Nashville. 

Jan 2018 - Saint Thomas and Saint 
Thomas Medical Partners held a grand 
opening for their new care center at 
3301 Aspen Grove Drive in Cool Springs 
on January 29.
 
“Today’s health care consumer wants to 
get access to health care close to home 
and work - and so to be able to do this 
in a cost-efficient way is very important 
to our mission” said Tim Adams, Saint 
Thomas President and CEO.

Fast-Growing Williamson 
County gets another 
Option for Primary Care

Feb 2018 - Jackson National Life 
Insurance Co., one of Williamson 
County’s highest-profile economic 
development deals has deepened its 
roots here by purchasing its Franklin 
office. 

Jackson National ranks as one of the 
biggest corporate recruitments for 
Williamson County, which is the fastest-
growing county in the state and led the 
nation in job growth for much of 2015 
and 2016.

State and Local Officials Cut Ribbon on Schneider 
Electric’s Largest US Building
Feb 2018 - At a ribbon cutting ceremony in Schneider Electric’s new Nashville hub, 
local and state officials attended to congratulate the German energy company on 
consolidating their North American operations to Middle Tennessee.

Annette Clayton, President and CEO of Schneider’s North American operations, 
opened the ceremony at their building located at Two Franklin Park.

“For our Franklin community, this facility is our pledge to help make the greater 
Nashville area the hub for both technology and energy innovation,” said Clayton.

“This is further evidence that Williamson County can support corporate 
operations,” said Matt Largen, President and CEO of Williamson, Inc. “These 
are the kind of jobs that help raise wages that grow our economy in a strategic 
way.” 

Office Deal Ensures
Long-Term Home for 
Big Franklin Employer

Bone and Joint Institute of TN Announces 
Launch of New Website
March 2018 - The Bone and Joint Institute of TN, an orthopaedic partnership with 
Williamson Medical Center, is pleased to announce the launch of its new website: 
BoneAndJointTN.org.

Patients will be able to conveniently manage their health information and visitors will 
have access to an extensive listing of the services offered and in-depth directories of 
the medical providers and their specialties.  
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