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Economic Development Pipeline

Chamber Celebrates 
Williamson County’s Job 
Growth
November 2014 -  From Franklin to Frankfurt, both 
the local and global economy were spotlighted during 
Williamson, Inc’s annual meeting Wednesday.

Business owners and community leaders 
representing Tennessee’s fastest-growing county 
came together at The Factory in Franklin to hear a 
State of the Chamber address as well as a keynote 
speech from the U.S. editor of The Economist.
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October 2014 - Franklin-based Mars Petcare officially 
opened its $110 million Global Innovation Center today in 
Thomspon’s Station.

It marks the company’s third innovation center, and first in 
the United States. The facility will focus on dry cat and dog 
foods.

According to past reports, the facility will employ 700 people. 
Fully staffed, the facility will look after 180 dogs and 120 
cats, many of which will be taken from area shelters and 
rescues. The campus also includes outdoor space designed 
for the animals to relax and play.

“Everything about this campus is dedicated to helping pets 
live longer and happier lives,” Larry Allgaier, president of 
Mars Petcare North America, said in a news release.

Mars broke ground on the center in May 2012. The campus 
features four distinct buildings, totaling more than 135,256 
square feet of space.

FULL STORY

Mars Petcare Opens New $110 
Million Global Innovation Center in 
Williamson County

October 2014 - An Oct. 22 ceremony will mark the 
formal start of work creating Ovation, a massive all-in-
one development aiming to be urban in the middle of the 
suburban commercial hub of Cool Springs.

Ovation is designed to include just about everything: 1.4 
million square feet of top-grade office space, upscale 
retailers, two hotels, entertainment venues, a grocery 
store, an array of high-end restaurants and close to 1,000 
residences.

Highwoods Properties is developing the office piece; 
SouthStar, of Franklin, is handling everything else, roping 
in Bristol Development Group, also of Franklin, for the 
residential component.

The original price tag was $700 million —before SouthStar 
increased the number of planned hotel rooms by 50 percent 
(from 300 to 450), and boosted the planned retail space by 
40 percent (to 480,000 square feet).

  FULL STORY

Work Begins on Mammoth Ovation 
Development in Cool Springs

November 2014 - Construction firm Brasfield & Gorrie 
has completed the new Tractor Supply Co. corporate 
headquarters in Brentwood.

The $59 million construction project includes two four-
story buildings totaling 260,000 square feet as well as a 
connecting two-story atrium and four-level parking deck. 
About 900 employees have moved into the facility, which is 
referred to as the “Store Support Center” and has a capacity 
of 1,200.

FULL STORY

Tractor Supply’s Brentwood 
Headquarters Completed
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Brentwood Receives Google eCity Award 
for Tennessee

........................................................................
October 2014 - Brentwood is the recipient of the 2014 Google eCity Award 
for the State of Tennessee. The eCity Awards recognize the strongest online 
business communities in all fifty states. The businesses in these communities 
are embracing the web to find new customers, connect with existing clients and 
fuel their local economies. Brentwood joins the ranks of America’s leading cities 
in the digital economy.
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Site Selection 
Magazine: Tennessee 
No. 7 in Business Climate
November 2014 -  On the heels of several 
large corporate deals this year, Tennessee 
ranks No. 7 in Site Selection magazine’s 
annual list of states with the best business 
climate.

FULL STORY

October 2014 - The New York Times travel section returned 
to Middle Tennessee this weekend, but not for Nashville.

The paper featured Franklin in its “Overnighter” column, 
a travel piece that ran online Friday and in Sunday’s print 
edition of the paper.

“Franklin is a Southern gem hiding in the shadow of Nashville, 
less than 20 miles north,” the author writes. “Some call it 
a suburb of Music City — and plenty of farmland has been 
developed into subdivisions, strip malls and office plazas — 
but Franklin is a world away, with a history and culture all 
its own.”

FULL STORY

Franklin Wins Love and Ink 
from The New York Times

October 2014 - Williamson Inc., Economic Development 
received a Silver Excellence in Economic Development Award 
for its 2014 project in the category of General Purpose Print 
Promotion for communities with populations of 25,000 – 
200,000 from the International Economic Development 
Council (IEDC).

The honor was presented at an awards ceremony on Monday, 
October 20, during the IEDC Annual Conference, which was 
held October 19-22, in Fort Worth, Texas.

FULL STORY

Williamson Inc., Economic 
Development Receives 
Excellence Award from IEDC

September 2014 - Williamson Inc. has released its third 
quarterly economic report for the year, which shows the 
chamber’s economic development division currently is 
working with 33 companies considering expanding or 
relocating to Williamson County.

The report show that 70 percent of those are new to the 
area, and 30 percent are existing companies in the county. 
Those 33 projects reflect 9,512 jobs.

Most – 12 companies – are in healthcare. The chamber 
also is in talks with companies in manufacturing, retail, 
technology, education and finance.

FULL STORY

Williamson, Inc. Efforts Could 
Mean Jobs, Jobs, Jobs

November 2014 - Longtime Nashville-area developer Pat 
Emery has landed two more tenants that will move their 
headquarters to his new Cool Springs office building: 
Franklin American Mortgage Co. and Eco-Energy Global 
Biofuels LLC.

In addition, Nashville-based HCA Holdings Inc. — the 
nation’s largest for-profit hospital chain — will lease a floor 
as well.

The new leases mean that 70 percent of One Franklin Park 
is accounted for. The building is 10 stories tall, containing 
272,000 square feet.

  FULL STORY

Pat Emery Lands Two More HQ 
Tenants for One Franklin Park, 
Work Beginning on Next Building
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