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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development Pipeline

Williamson, Inc. Economic 
Development honored at the 
2014 SEDC Annual Conference
August 2014 -  Williamson, Inc. Economic 
Development received the Best of Class for 
the Medium Division for their marketing piece 
Williamson County 2014 Trends Report. This 
award was presented during the Communication 
Awards Ceremony at the 2014 Southern Economic 
Development Council (SEDC) Annual Conference, 
recently held August 5-7, 2014 in Memphis, 
Tennessee.
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August 2014 - A major new development in Franklin got a 
final “thumbs up” Tuesday night.

The vote for the $700 million “Ovation” project was deferred 
at the meeting before, but was passed unanimously by the 
mayor and aldermen Tuesday. “Ovation” is described as a 
“smart growth living experience,” a 147-acre mixed-used 
development set to combine all aspects of living, working, 
entertainment and recreation.

It will sit on the corner of McEwen Drive and Carothers 
Parkway on the other side of Cool Springs Galleria in Franklin, 
just across the street from Nissan’s corporate headquarters.

The design includes 950 residences, retail space, restaurants, 
bike paths, hiking trails and even a full-service upscale hotel.

Developers previously said “Ovation” will generate $12.6 
million a year in tax revenue benefit for the county as well as 
create upwards of 6,500 new jobs. There is no word yet on 
when construction will begin.

FULL STORY

147-acre mixed-use development 
passes final vote in Franklin

July 2014 - With a sign out front of its new headquarters 
along Virginia Way near the Granny White Pike intersection, 
Tractor Supply Co. is awaiting the moving truck.

Construction of the store-support center in the Maryland 
Farms area will enable the agricultural and farm products 
retailer to consolidate its three leased store-support center 
locations into one owned facility that will accommodate the 
company’s growth for many years.

Occupancy of the 260,000-square-foot headquarters building 
will begin this month, according to information released by 
Tractor Supply Co.

The company hopes to have the project fully completed and 
everyone under one roof by the end of the year.         

  FULL STORY

Tractor Supply Co. readying for move 
into Brentwood HQ

June 2014 - Company and government officials today 
confirmed that Brookdale Senior LivingInc. will invest 
$2.1 million to expand its headquarters in Brentwood.

As part of the expansion, Brookdale will add 162 new jobs 
over the next five years.        

  FULL STORY

Brookdale’s $2.1M expansion to 
add 162 new jobs
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Brentwood among most educated places 
in the country

........................................................................
July 2014 - NerdWallet’s 2014 list of the most educated places in America is 
loaded with centers of medicine, places with thriving technology communities 
and towns anchored by research universities. Yet not too far down the personal 
finance website’s ranking is one Middle Tennessee city: Brentwood. Brentwood 
ranks No. 28 on NerdWallet’s list, just behind Berkeley, Calif. – yes, that Berkeley, 
home of the University of California-Berkeley.

FULL STORY
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Franklin named #2 
city on the rise in 
Tennessee

August 2014 -  NerdWallet, a consumer 
advocacy website, recently conducted a 
study to find the fastest-growing cities in 
Tennessee and Franklin ranked second.

FULL STORY

June 2014 - Franklin city aldermen gave unanimous 
approval on the first of three votes to rezone a portion of 
a proposed $700 million Ovation development that could 
break ground in August.

Developers at SouthStar LLC and Highwoods Properties 
want to build 1.4 million square feet of new office space, 
more than 480,000 square feet of retail and restaurant 
space and a 450-bed hotel. In addition the development 
would include 950 residences at the Ovation site. It is 
planned for 147 acres at the southeast corner of McEwen 
Drive and Carrothers Parkway.

Aldermen gave early support Tuesday to rezoning 77 acres 
of the property from a general commercial designation 
to a specific development-variety district zoning. 
Groundbreaking could come in August, pending final city 
approval.

FULL STORY

Franklin’s $700M Ovation 
project moves forward

June 2014 - Enough with high-end apartments.Crescent 
Communities, one of the original forceful developers of Cool 
Springs, is ready to get back to creating top-quality office 
space.

First up is a five-story, 150,000-square-foot building. The 
design is finished and the infrastructure is done. Jason 
Holwerda, who is Crescent’s local vice president of leasing, 
said he is ready to apply for construction permits.

” ‘Spec’ (speculative development) was a four-letter word for 
about four or five years,” Holwerda said. “Now, we are starting 
to get back to numbers that make sense.”

FULL STORY

Attention Cool Springs: Crescent is 
back in the office game

July 2014 - Verizon Wireless will add 300 jobs in Middle 
Tennessee, the wireless communication services provider 
announced Thursday.

New York-based Verizon will hire for positions at its call centers 
and at various retail outlets throughout the Midstate. This is 
the second hiring surge for Verizon in Middle Tennessee in 
recent years. In 2011, the company added 300to its Franklin 
call center.

FULL STORY

Verizon announces another 
Middle Tennessee hiring surge

July 2014 - No sooner was the dirt ceremoniously turned at 
the site of the new Williamson County campus of Columbia 
State Community College on Friday than the bulldozers 
were revving up their engines.

Over the next two years — the time it will take to construct 
the new community college campus — the wooded site on 
Liberty Pike will be a hubbub of activity that will extend 
way beyond the completion of the facility.

           FULL STORY

Columbia State breaks ground on 
Williamson County campus
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