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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT

June 2015 - Nashville International Airport 
(BNA) today announces the return of JetBlue 
to the Nashville market. The airline will begin 
twice daily nonstop service to Boston and 
daily nonstop service to Fort Lauderdale in the 
spring of 2016. JetBlue previously served the 
Nashville market with daily nonstop service 
to New York’s John F. Kennedy International 
Airport from 2006 to 2008.
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Williamson Co. Ranks among Nation’s Top 5 for 
Job Growth

June 2015 - Williamson County’s job growth continues to be among the highest in the 
nation, as employment grew by more than 6 percent from December 2013 to December 
2014, federal data shows.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics released its quarterly county employment and 
wages report Wednesday. Of the 340 largest counties in the nation, Williamson was fifth 
in terms of the employment percentage increase.

About 6,300 jobs were added within that time, according to The Tennessean’s archives.

Topping the list at 8 percent growth were Weld County, Colorado near Boulder, and 
Midland County, Texas. Next was Adams County, Colorado, south of neighboring 
Weld County, at 6.4 percent. Lee County, Florida, home to the cities of Cape Coral 
and Fort Myers, had 6.2 percent annual growth.

Williamson Inc.’s 2015 Trends Report indicated that in December 2014, county 
employers posted nearly 5,200 new jobs. County Mayor Rogers Anderson said 
strong job growth shows that the economy is finally stabilizing.
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Welcome Back, JetBlue!

Governor Haslam, Commissioner 
Boyd Announce UBS to Expand 
Over 300 Jobs in Williamson 
County
June 2015 - Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam 
and Economic and Community Development 
Commissioner Randy Boyd along with UBS 
officials announced today the company will 
expand its current operations in Middle 
Tennessee by opening a new office in 
Williamson County at One Franklin Park. 
UBS will invest $11.2 million to outfit the 
space, creating over 350 new jobs over the 
next several years.

“We want to thank UBS for this investment 
and for creating these new jobs in Middle 
Tennessee,” Haslam said. “When a globally 
recognized brand like UBS decides to 
invest here and then continues to expand, it 
strengthens Tennessee’s brand and our ability 
to compete in the global marketplace.”
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Jackson National Plots 
Building Upon its 
‘Unimaginable Success’ in 
Nashville, New CEO Says

June 2015 - Jackson National Life Insurance 
has grown to become one of Williamson 
County’s largest employers in five short years.

Expect more from Jackson in Middle Tennessee, 
the insurance company’s new chairman and 
CEO told me Thursday.
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Tech Companies Carve Niche in Franklin
July 2015 - Nashville might be home to a growing technology community, but about 
a half-hour south of the city, two Franklin companies are proving the local tech scene 
knows no boundaries.

And even though historic Franklin offers a more laid-back environment than the hustle 
and bustle of Nashville, Caddis Interactive and LeanKit aren’t showing any signs of 
slowing down.
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Williamson County’s ACT Average Rises To 
23.8
August 2015 - Williamson County high school students scored higher on the ACT 
for the fourth year in a row.

The district’s average composite score increased from 23.5 to 23.8, nearing the 
school district’s goal of 24. The highest ACT score possible is 36.

WCS’ average composite score tops state and national averages, with the state 
average for public school students at 19.4 and the national average composite 
score at 21.
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July 2015 - Construction continues on the 
new Columbia State Community College 
Williamson Campus. It will replace an aging, 
and outdated facility.

The current campus is located near Franklin 
High School. The college has held classes at 
the facility since the early 1990’s, but the 
building was never meant to be a college.
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Columbia State’s New 
Williamson Campus Taking 
Shape

Williamson County Tourism Numbers Show 
Economic Impact of $407 Million
August 2015 - Tennessee Department of Tourist Development announced Tuesday 
afternoon that in 2014 Williamson County had a 6.6 percent growth in its numbers 
from 2013, totaling out in $407 million generated from tourism revenue.

“The Williamson County Convention & Visitors Bureau is the sales and marketing 
organization for the county and operates from a percentage of lodging taxes collected 
from visitors by city and county hotels as well as bed and breakfast establishments,” 
said Ellie Westman Chin, President & CEO for the WCCVB.
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August 2015 - To say business is booming 
in Williamson County would be an 
understatement.

Compared with last year, the number of 
new business licenses issued by the county, 
which is the fastest-growing in the state, has 
increased significantly. According to data 
from Williamson, Inc., this year an average 
of 177 new business licenses are being filed 
per month — with no signs of slowing down.

More and more business owners and 
entrepreneurs are seeing opportunity in 
Williamson County, with its thriving economy, 
quality education system and upscale 
neighborhoods.
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Pat Emery Breaking Ground 
this Fall on Another Cool 
Springs Office Building
July 2015 - Longtime office developer 
Pat Emery expects to start construction 
in November on another 10-story office 
building, further fueling the explosive 
growth going on in Cool Springs.
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Williamson County Magnet 
For New Businesses
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