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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT

August 2016 - According to the 
Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission, Williamson County’s 
college-bound student rate has reached 
a new high of nearly 83 percent.

The data set looked at high school 
students who were enrolled at any higher 
education institution – community 
college, university, in-state, out-of-
state, public or private. Only public 
high school graduates were included in 
the college-going calculations.

FULL STORY

TOTAL PROJECTS53 9,563 total jobs

Schneider Electric moving to Franklin, brings 1,140 
jobs
July 2016 - Gov. Bill Haslam and the Economic and Community Development 
Commissioner Randy Boyd announced Wednesday that Schneider Electric USA, 
Inc. will locate a Southeast regional office in Franklin.

The move comes after the county voted in June to approve a roughly $2 million 
tax incentive in exchange for 1,140 jobs the French energy management and 
automation company will bring to the county. The jobs are expected to pay an 
average of $73,000 annually with benefits. 

Schneider Electric’s move to Cool Springs will consolidate its existing Middle 
Tennessee operations in Davidson and Rutherford counties to Williamson County, 
relocating approximately 900 current employees and creating 250 new ones, the 
release said. The company is expected to move into Two Franklin Park, a building 
slated to open in the first quarter of 2017.

FULL STORY

More Williamson students 
are going to college now 
than ever before

Fifty-three area companies 
land on Inc. 5000 list
August 2016 - The 2016 Inc. 5000 
has been released, with Franklin-based 
natural health company Axe Wellness 
the top Middle Tennessee company in 
the ranking.

Issued annually, the Inc. 5000 ranks 
the fastest growing private companies 
in the United States.

FULL STORY

Project Pipeline - Quarter 3, 2016

QUARTER 3, 2016

3,308,000 square feet
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Developers ready a rarity 
in Franklin: New office 
space

September 2016 - Tony Harris is hoping his 
upcoming development in Franklin will be a 
lifeline for small and medium-sized companies, 
at a time when an historically low amount of 
office space is available to rent. Harris expects 
to start construction within two months on the 
first of two buildings, which contain a combined 

36,000 square feet. 
FULL STORY

$270-million mixed-use project announced 
for Cool Springs
August 2016 - Two developers have teamed up to create plans for a $270 million 
mixed-use project on McEwen Drive just west of Interstate 65.

Boyle Investment Company and Northwood Ravin announced this morning that 
they want to build about 750,000 square feet of Class A office, more than 100,000 
square feet of restaurants and specialty realty, and 580 upscale apartments on 
the 45-acre site known as Northside McEwen. There are also plans for a 150-
room hotel on the site.
A press release said the developers aim for a mid-2018 completion.

FULL STORY

August 2016 - A more than $4 million, two-
building office complex will be developed 
in Nolensville as Thomas Smith Properties, 
LLC recently purchased 2 acres on Haley 
Industrial Drive.

Thomas Smith Properties, a full service real 
estate development and brokerage company, 
plans to break ground in the next 60 days 
on the first phase of the 24,000-square-foot, 
Class A office complex.

FULL STORY

$4 million Nolensville Business 
Center first phase to break 
ground soon

How companies choose a site for new headquarters

July 2016 - Hundreds of parents and 
students got their first look at Nolensville’s 
new elementary, middle and high schools on 
Sunday, joining with county staff and officials 
to mark the occasion with back-to-back 

ribbon cuttings.
FULL STORY

New regional transit plan pitches bus-rapid transit 
for Williamson
August 2016 - The Nashville Metro Transit Authority and Regional Transit Authority 
worked closely with local municipalities and the Tennessee Department of Transportation 
to formulate a proposal. In its 36-page plan released Wednesday, nMotion largely 
focuses on light rail options, commuter rail and a larger bus networking system for the 
Middle Tennessee region.

FULL STORY

Williamson County Schools 
celebrates completion of 
new $73 million Nolensville 
schools

August 2016 - Over the years, numerous national- and international- corporations 
have decided to make Williamson County home, opening regional or even national 
headquarters here.

Schneider Electric USA and CKE Restaurant Holdings are two of the latest on this 
list, which includes Nissan North America, Mars Petcare, Tractor Supply Company, 
Verizon Wireless and Community Health Systems.

Williamson County beat out competing sites from around the country to bring all these 
companies here for a variety of reasons.

The ultimate decision to bring a company to a location comes at the end of an often 
years-long process of site selection, one that starts with the decision to expand, 
relocate or otherwise open a new office. 

FULL STORY
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