
The new year presents an opportunity to reflect on past accomplishments and set 
professional and personal growth goals. Here at Williamson, Inc. we are excited to kick 
off another year focused on finding solutions to our county’s toughest problems as well 
as strengthening our partnerships in the community. We take pride in being a solution-
oriented, initiative-driven organization.

The Williamson, Inc. team has spent the last few months exploring ways we can better 
serve you and your business. Between running a business, spending time with your family, 
or enjoying leisure time, we know your time is your most precious resource. We appreciate 
that you find value in investing your time into our community through investing your time 
in Williamson, Inc. With this in mind, our 2017 programming is centered around three 
core themes: Strategic Growth, Connections, and Leadership. You will see these themes 
woven throughout our events and initiatives, communications, and business partnerships. 
In January through April, we will take a deep dive into the strategic economic growth 
of Williamson County by learning why our community continues to be a great place 
for investment and will project our future strategic growth with our 4th Annual Outlook 
Williamson event.

Traffic and prosperity go hand-in-hand. How we manage our traffic through our individual 
behavior and our collective response determine the quality of life we leave our kids 
and grandkids. We know traffic is our biggest challenge, and it is also the indicator that 
people want to move here and be here because of our strong leaders who are determined 

to make Williamson County the best place to live and raise a family in Tennessee. People view Williamson County as a land of 
opportunity, and for good reason. Last year, Williamson County led the nation in job growth at 6.7%. That is a number each and 
every Williamson County resident and business should be proud of. We are an economic engine for the Nashville region, and 
residents of surrounding counties count on Williamson County for jobs. Our job growth is a product of a robust private sector made 
up of companies and entrepreneurs who are willing to put capital at risk and a state and local government that has created an 
environment that encourages investment. Government does not create jobs, but it creates the stable and predictable conditions 
that allows job and capital investment growth to occur. People vote with their feet, and people have voted overwhelmingly for 
Williamson County.

That is why, despite our recent run of success, our economic development efforts continue in a robust fashion with a laser focus 
on business retention and expansion and strategic recruitment of corporate operations. Successful economic development 
balances preservation with commercial growth. Nearly every single prospect who considers Williamson County for their office 
location is sold on Williamson County after a visit to downtown Franklin, the rolling hills of Leiper’s Fork, or the new Smith Park in 
Brentwood.
 
On Feb. 21, we’ll host our first Business Luncheon--formerly known as Membership Meetings--where you will gain an 
understanding of how land-use planning affects our community. During Outlook Williamson, our half-day economic summit 
slated for April 11, we will explore the factors that drive corporate relocation decisions by giving you the Red Carpet Tour. You will 
become a site location consultant for a day as you engage in an interactive event designed to give you a taste of what it is like to 
land the next corporate headquarters.

I hope you will join us at these signature events, or the many networking and professional development events we have planned 
throughout the year, to gain a better understanding of our county’s economic landscape and help us solve some of our biggest 
challenges.
 
Best wishes to you in 2017,

 
Matt Largen
President & CEO
Williamson, Inc.
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